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worthy sense, who treads down his judgment and 
his conscience, and goes with his country to do 
what he is solemnly convinced is iniquitous. No 
such unconscientious service can ever promote the 
welfare of the nation. Men who thus belie their 
own moral nature can never be depended on to help 
lift the national life and conduct to higher levels. To 
proceed as these men have proceeded is to proceed 
on the theory that the government is infallible that 
its behests are always to be obeyed and its policies 
followed, that it is above conscience and God. Sur- 
render at this point is the final and fatal surrender of 
that personal liberty of spirit and loyalty to truth 
and duty on which all progress in civilization rests. 
The great weakness in our national life, in the life 
of every nation, is found just here, in the lack of 
sufficient men and women who will sacrifice every- 
thing, even life itself, rather than be false to princi- 
ple, even under the government's lead. 

If patriotism means not only love of one's country, 
and desire and earnest effort to promote its welfare 
and to keep it in the paths of righteousness and 
truth, but also absolute and unquestioning obedience 
to all its governmental demands and subservience 
to all its policies, then patriotism becomes one of 
the deadliest and most ruinous of tyrannies. Unfor- 
tunately, that is the kind of patriotism too many 
people have. " It was all wrong, but we must 
stand by the country. It was a wicked thing to 
enter into, but now that the country is in it, we must 
be loyal to the country and help to fight it out. 
It will be condemned hereafter by all impartial his- 
torians and good future citizens, as a great national 
sin, but now that the government is involved in it, 
it would be treason to hold aloof," and so on. That 
is the way a slavish patriotism reasons and turns 
wrong into right. This has often been the cry in the 
past, but, thank God, there have been those whose 
souls could not be cried into silence and disobe- 
dience, into subserviency to wicked laws and evil 
undertakings, and thus the nation has been res- 
cued from one evil after another. These have been 
the great and the true patriots of the nation, and 
their like is what we need to-day, to carry our great 
and beloved country up to heights of purity and 
strength and honor which few even of the best pa- 
triots of the past foresaw. 

What the country needs above all else is a pa- 
triotism full of conscience and always guided by an 



enlightened conscience. Then, even though men 
differ in judgment, they will be able to instruct one 
another and unitedly to instruct and guide and save 
the nation. Patriotism without conscience will 
ruin any land. 

Vengeance and Violence. 

There are few people who can keep their souls 
up to a high level while taking part in any way in 
war. No matter what the purpose of the war, actual 
hostilities and preparation for hostilities arouse the 
lower and baser side of men's nature and in most 
men overwhelm, for the time, in considerable meas- 
ure, the better principles and habits by which then- 
lives are ordinarily governed. This fact is being 
conspicuouslj 7 brought out in the present war. The 
nation professed to go into the war in the name of 
Christian humanity, but hostilities having begun, 
humanity is largely lost sight of and the watchword 
of the war has become a watchword of vengeance, 
"Remember the Maine!" It is seen and heard 
everywhere, in the newspapers, on the multitudes of 
buttons and badges which are hawked and sold in 
the streets, on advertising notices, in the w*ar con- 
versation and war speeches which are heard on all 
hands in public and in private. Even before hostil- 
ities began, it was much on the lips of the Congress- 
men who forced the war upon us. Sampson's 
gunners at Matanzas, when the big shells were play- 
ing havoc with the forts, amused themselves by 
shouting, " Take that for the Maine !" The marines 
at Manila went into the fight to the watchword, 
" Remember the Maine !", which was shouted from 
ship to ship until the whole harbor rang with the 
hoarse cry. Men on the sidewalks shout with glee 
to the soldiers starting on their sad and perilous 
task, " Remember the Maine !" 

In the Boston morning papers, this May 17th, is 
the report of a speech made last night before a 
large gathering of professed Christian people by a 
distinguished Massachusetts State Senator, in which 
the same spirit is shown in a most unblushing and 
vaunting way, as if vengeance were the sum of all 
the Christian virtues. After sharply taking to task 
a minister of the gospel of mercy, forgiveness and 
love, for being faithful to his Master and warning his 
hearers not to be carried away by the vindictive cry, 
"Remember the Maine!", this Christian Senator 
had the conscience to say that "every American 
living ought to be thankful because, for the dead 
bodies of those Americans lying at the bottom of 
Havana harbor, there are dead Spaniards lying in 
Manila harbor." How does this differ from the 
ancient semi-barbarous teaching of " an eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth?" How does the spirit 
of this American Christian Senator who wants a 
dead Spaniard for every dead American differ from 
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that of Gambetta when at the close of the Franco- 
German war he sought to inspire in the minds of his 
fellow countrymen relentless hatred of the Germans 
by saying : " Revenge ! Think of it always speak 
of it never !," except that the Massachusetts Senator 
wants it spoken of as well as thought of? 

It would be difficult to credit the newspaper re- 
port of this Senator's speech, were it not of a piece 
with what is being uttered all over the nation. In a 
recent issue of a daily so-called reform paper pub- 
lished in another State, — a paper which favored 
peace until war was actually on, a column was given 
to war songs. One of the songs ran thus : 

" The Stars and Stripes our,oriflamb, 

The Maine our battle cry, 
We'll swift avenge our shipmates' death, 
Spain execrate at every breath, 

And fight her till we die. 

"We'll double shot each bellowing gun 

And tinge the ocean red; 
Rain down upon Spain's vaunted fleet 
An avalanche of iron sleet, 

And pave their decks with dead." 

In a late issue of the Minneapolis Times a writer, 
after preaching in the name of Jesus Christ a ser- 
monet on " righteous wrath," as if righteous wrath 
and the spirit of vengeance with its bloody horrors 
were the same thing, lets his true spirit out in such 
utterances as "Remember the Maine !", "Let the 
cannon roar!", "To the butchers their just de- 
serts !" The achievement of Dewey and his " glorious 
fighters " he considers " enough to stir the blood in 
the statue of any patriot and make him dance in 
glee." Does this writer persuade himself that the 
meek and lowly Jesus, who " when he suffered 
threatened not," if he had been standing on the hills 
overlooking Manila harbor, and hearing the hoarse 
cries of vengeance and seeing the huge shells killing, 
mangling and burning to death hundreds of those for 
whom he died, would have "danced in glee?" 

We are charitable enough to believe that much 
of the seeming vengeance and vindictiveness mani- 
festing themselves throughout the land are super- 
ficial and the result of temporary excitement. But 
even thus they are unworthy of a people making 
such high claims to Christian virtue and humani- 
tarian feelings. One would think that all professed 
Christian people who believe the war to be justifi- 
able, would at least look upon it as a dreadfully sor- 
rowful necessity to be wept over rather than to 
"dance in glee" over. 

Along with vengeance goes violence, of course. 
The example set by Congressmen on whom the war 
spirit had settled, and who flew at each other with 
clenched fists uttering angry epithets and hurling 
big law-books at each other, has been followed in 
many places. We should say rather that the same 
spirit is producing like fruits in different places. In 
one of our large cities excitement ran so high that a 



man who ventured to speak out his conscientious 
convictions in behalf of peace was killed on the spot. 
In another place some small boys acting out the war 
with Spain fought so desperately that some of them 
were badly wounded and one of them killed. From 
a lady in Chicago we learn that the children of 38th 
and 39th streets, inflamed, by the talk which they 
heard, with hatred against Spain, engaged in many 
skirmishes about the stock yards, and finally grew so 
exasperated that they lined up to the number of hun- 
dreds with old tin cans, sticks and stones, and fell to 
fighting like trained soldiers. Though only about 
twelve years old such was their desperation that 
many faces were covered with blood and the first 
attempt of the police to separate them was ineffect- 
ual. Finally a patrol wagon was called, and after 
a desperate struggle in which one boy was shot in 
the leg, forty of these young Spanish -haters were 
loaded in the wagon and driven off to the police 
station . 

This is doubtless an extreme case, but there have 
been many essentially like it. Sunday school boys 
of eight and ten double their little fists and declare 
their wish to kill a Spaniard, to kill all the Span- 
iards, who, they say, are so mean that they all ought 
to be killed off the face of the earth. 

How can it be otherwise ? The newspapers of the 
country are full of fiery and vindictive talk, and of 
pictures of war-scenes, of war-ships, bursting shells, 
blown-up forts, hideous pictures of Uncle Sam lean- 
ing upon big cannon, letting loose the dogs of war, 
knocking and kicking Spaniards off the globe, etc. 
Men and women talk passionately against the Span- 
iards, teachers fill the minds of young pupils with 
flaming ideas of the " righteousness" and the "glory" 
of war for the " honor " of the nation, preachers in- 
dulge in vehement declarations of the necessity of 
punishing Spain in the name of the Almighty. What 
wonder that in the children of the nation, and in many 
of older years, self-restraint disappears, tenderness, 
kindness and forgiveness are forgotten, and the spirit 
of hate and violence is everywhere strong ! The 
money cost of a war, the destruction of life and prop- 
erty, are bad enough ; but they are as nothing com- 
pared with this moral retrogression, this recrudes- 
cence of barbarism and animalism — the penalty 
which the nation is paying and will have to continue 
to pay for a long time to come, because of its failure 
to follow " the better way." 

We are glad to know that there is another spirit 
in the- land. Its voice is nearly hushed now because 
of the raging of the storm. But because of the trial 
and the sorrow through which it is passing, it is 
gathering strength, we hope, and clearness of vision, 
and wisdom and courage, for more earnest and faith- 
ful activity when its hour comes again. The war 
will come to an end. the voice of vengeance and vio- 
lence will be hushed, and their spirit will some day 
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die out, but "of the increase of His government, 
and of peace there will be no end." Let this be the 
watchword and the watch-thought of all the peace- 
makers over whom alone the blessing of the High- 
est is pronounced. 



An Anglo-American Alliance. 

Of the projects, policies, schemes and what-not 
talked of in connection with the present war is the 
proposal of an Anglo-American Alliance. Two 
speeches in England, one by Lord Salisbury the 
other by Mr. Chamberlain, have given world-wide 
prominence to the subject. 

We are frank to say that we do not like the man- 
ner in which the subject has come up, nor the idea 
lying behind the proposal, at least not as conceived 
by the British Premier and his Colonial Secretary. 
Nor do we believe that any considerable portion of 
the American people will take to it, when they un- 
derstand the real nature of the proposal. The co- 
lonial policy of Great Britain has brought her in all 
the Eastern half of the world into conflict with all 
the other great European powers, and into isolation. 
She has gotten herself heartily hated by these pow- 
ers. Her difficulties with them at the present time 
are of a serious and threatening character, and the 
times look very gloomy to most Englishmen. 

Now, Mr. Chamberlain and Lord Salisbury are 
the foremost representatives of the English "forward 
policy" ; the former the most rabid advocate of it. 
Native races and the rights of weaker peoples, or 
of any other peoples for that matter, are nothing to 
him provided he can strengthen the stakes of Great- 
er England and seize and hold more territory and 
glorify himself. British diplomacy, in its struggle 
with Continental diplomacy, has of late been beat- 
en at important junctures and is threatened with 
further defeat. 

What more natural under these circumstances 
than that these British leaders should hasten to take 
advantage of the situation created by the Spanish- 
American war to try to draw the United States in- 
to formal alliance with Great Britain. It is a move 
whose selfishness is but poorly concealed. The 
purpose of it on their part is to strengthen the pow- 
er of their country and enable her to go on with her 
schemes regardless of the other powers. It does 
not grow out of any particular love for this country. 

That there is a deep and growing attachment of 
the English people, of the nation as a whole, for 
our country, we recognize, and with the greatest 
pleasure. But this feeling has not found its expres- 
sion heretofore through Mr. Chamberlain and men 
of his type. Their making themselves its spokes- 
men at the present moment naturally awakens sus- 
picion, and no American or real American-loving 
Englishman ought to allow himself to be deceived 



by the fair words of the charmer. We are of those 
who believe that England and America ought to 
draw closer and closer together in all friendly and 
peaceful cooperation. For this we have labored and 
prayed. These two great countries are appointed 
of Providence to move side by side in promoting 
the progress of the world. They ought long ago 
to have had a permanent arbitration treaty between 
them. It is one of the great sins and blunders of 
responsible men in our country that we have not 
such a treaty. In their commerical relations, and 
in other ways, they ought to come much closer to- 
gather than they have yet been. 

It is because we believe this so strongly that we 
are totally opposed to any union between them 
based on selfish greed and brute force, and in op- 
position to the rest of the world. The watchword 
of a closer union between them ought to be, not 
Anglo-Saxondom against the world, but for the 
world. We shall be delighted at any deeper friend- 
ship between the two countries which may result 
even from the present war. But as for an alli- 
ance which shall mean combinations of great fleets 
and armies, and opposition to the rest of the world, 
we can conceive of no greater Anglo-Saxon mis- 
chief. The result of such an alliance would be 
immediately to drive the other great powers into 
each others arms, and instead of a Triple and a 
Dual Alliance and European militarism we should 
soon see two great hostile world alliances and an 
enormous and fatal world militarism. Anglo-Sax- 
ondom would deserve the fate of Sodom if it should 
be guilty of such a crime against humanity. 

The effect in Europe of Mr. Chamberlain's speech 
has been exactly what might have heen expected. 
It has aroused universal opposition and in many places 
intense indignation. The indignation would grow 
into the hottest passion and hatred, if there were any 
real danger of such an alliance being formed. In 
this country these English speeches have awakened 
the greatest interest, but the spirit manifested has 
been a sober and cautious one, for the most part. 
The sentiment of the country has spoken itself 
everywhere in favor of a better understanding, a 
deeper friendship, a wider cooperation, but a form- 
al alliance in the ordinary sense of that term has 
met with little favor. Curiously enough a few pa- 
pers and some of the men of jingo proclivities, 
whose dislike for Great Britain has hitherto missed 
no opportunity to express itself, have hastened to 
declare themselves in favor of the proposed alliance. 
Visions of great navies and armies, of gigantic con- 
flicts, of " creation" at war, have swamped their 
consistency and inflated their jingoism beyond all 
national limits. It does not need to be said that 
the professional military men, particularly of the 
navy, have shown a "warm side " for the alliance. 
The reason is perfectly clear. 



